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I.  Introduction 
Every day, the headlines are filled with stories of powerful men sexually exploiting women and girls.  Sin 
has distorted relationships between men and women.  Too often men use women for their own 
gratification.  This world needs to see men who are different – not just men who abstain from sexual sin, 
but men who value women.  We are all created in the image of God; and when men value women, they 
testify to the value of that image of God in every woman. 
 
Christian men: Be different by valuing the women in your life and helping them thrive.   
 

**Look at the women in your life the same way Joseph would look at Mary** 
 
Honor Women 

• Help women thrive by showing them honor (Romans 12:10 – “Outdo one another in showing 
honor”) 

• Christ’s example:  
o Woman with the hemorrhages 
o She touched His cloak, and He knew immediately that “power left” Him 
o He didn’t embarrass or denounce her 
o He praised her faith, called her “daughter” (honored her by claiming her as family), and 

sent her off with a blessing of peace 
• Joseph honored Mary even before she became the Mother of God, and that only intensified 

after their marriage and with the arrival of Jesus in her womb 
 
Group Questions:  

• Do the women in your life feel you honoring them in your interactions with them?   
• Do you help them to thrive? 

 
 
 
II. Create a Culture Where Women Feel Safe 
Men of God: Value women and help them thrive by creating a culture where women feel safe. 

• Mary was pregnant, not by her husband: a crime worthy of death 
• Joseph was within his legal right to have her stoned 
• Mary was vulnerable, but Joseph kept her safe – even while struggling internally with the 

situation 
• Refer also to the story of how Boaz protected Ruth (book of Ruth) 
• Boldly confront predatory men 

o Nathan had to confront David over how wrong he was to go after Bathsheba 
o John the Baptist confronted King Herod because he married a woman who was not 

available for marriage 
o Value women by seeking justice for them 

 
Group Questions: 

• Do you, like Joseph or Boaz, go out of your way to protect and provide for vulnerable women? 
• What kind of culture are you creating for the women in your life? 
• Are you actively seeking ways to defend and protect the women in your sphere of influence? 
• Are you the kind of man who confronts predatory men, regardless of the cost? 



 
III. Be More for Women 
Joseph’s life revolved around serving Mary (and Jesus), for the glory of God.  He lived more for her than 
himself. 

• Be more than the man who is faithful to his wife; be the man who values the lives of women and 
helps them thrive 

• Be more than the man who talks about deplorable behavior of sexual predators; be the man 
who confronts them 

• Be more than the man who teaches your son to respect his mother; be the man who honors his 
wife 

• Be more than the man who doesn’t sexually harass women at work; be the man who creates a 
culture at his workplace for women to thrive because they are safe 

 
This applies to all relationships: 

• Single woman/married man 
• Married woman/single man 
• Married woman/married man 
• Single woman/single man 

 
Men can be more for women within any relationship, as long as there are appropriate boundaries, clear 
communication and strong community. 

• Joseph led a chaste life before meeting Mary, and treated all women with kindness and respect 
• He was able to have friendships with women while married to Mary because he was aware of 

the appropriate boundaries, and he was focused on pleasing God 
• Mary, his wife, always remained his priority (next to pleasing God) 
• Avoid the relationship if it will lead you to sin… Luke 14:28 – “count the cost, whether you have 

enough to complete it” (enough information; enough self-control; enough community; enough 
wisdom).  You will value the woman by not bringing her to sin with you – keeping her safe. 

 
Christian men should reflect the heart of God, and God values women.  When men value women, they 
don’t see them as a means to an end – they see them as co-laborers in the gospel, and created for the 
glory of God….just as Joseph always saw Mary. 
 
 
 


